
Theatre of the sea  
The design of Frontage 4 will improve the openness 
and accessibility around Southsea Castle and along 
the seafront. 

An innovative split level promenade with tiered 
seating will replace the walkway around the castle, 
enhancing views across the Solent while minimising 
loading on the castle tunnels. 

The primary flood defence will be rocks, designed 
to dissipate wave energy, and a small concrete wall 
to minimise waves coming over the promenade. 
The secondary defences will consist of existing high 
ground and reinforced concrete walls.

Landscaping will include a mix of timber seating 
arrangements. Wildflower areas, bee posts and  
tide pools will help to boost biodiversity, with 
boulder play areas and new lighting further 
enhancing the area. 

Newsletter
Winter 2021-2022

Promenade closure
Construction of new flood defences for the Southsea 
Coastal Scheme will start in the area around Southsea 
Castle (Frontage 4) in early 2022. The promenade 
between Blue Reef Aquarium to the Pyramids will be 
closed from January 2022 until work is complete in 
early 2024. 

Diversion routes will be in place during this period. 
We thank you for your patience as we work to protect 
Portsmouth from the risk of future flooding.

Castle Field access road
From early 2022, we will be building a temporary access 
road for construction vehicles along the bund on the 
eastern perimeter of Castle Field. This will be a discreet 
route along the edge of the field nearest the Pyramids, 
with the majority of the field area still being accessible. 

Heras fencing will be erected in early 2022 around the 
road, and a diversion route will be in place.



Want more information? 
Website:  southseacoastalscheme.org.uk
Facebook:  SouthseaCoastalScheme
Twitter:  SouthseaCS
Instagram:  southseacoastalscheme

LinkedIn:  Southsea Coastal Scheme
Email:   southseacoastalscheme@

portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Phone:  023 9284 1418

Protecting  
Purple 
Sandpipers
The existing defences 
and rocks around 
Frontage 4 (Southsea 
Castle) are an important 
roosting and feeding site for Purple Sandpiper birds in 
the overwinter period from October to March. 

To minimise disturbance to the birds, we will be 
putting several mitigation measures in place:

 » A disturbance-free area will be maintained to allow 
the birds to roost at all states of tide.

 » Noise levels will be monitored to ensure they are 
not exceeded.

 » New rock installation will take place during the 
summer season where possible.

 » 40 artificial tide pools will be installed in the new 
rock revetment.

Open for business  
We opened a project information centre at our Pier Road 
compound on 27 September 2021 and have welcomed a 
steady stream of visitors. Our opening hours are: 
Monday, Tuesdays and Fridays: 10am – 2pm 
Wednesdays: 9am – 1pm 
Thursdays: 12pm – 4pm

The centre's first visitor, pictured above, was Mike,  
a Portsmouth local and former marine engineer with  
the Royal Navy. 

Recycling  
The MoD playing fields opposite Clarence Pier are 
being used as our materials processing site. It's here 
that we process and store material recovered from 
the sea defence works including concrete, earth and 
stone. This is then sorted on site until it can be used in 
future works, such as fill to raise the promenade and 
road on Frontage 3 (Southsea Common).

To date, we have recycled and reduced 93% of all 
materials and waste from the project. In addition,  
by bringing in 20,000m³ of rock by sea rather than 
land for our Frontage 1 revetment, we saved around 
2,500 lorry movements!

Recycling on-site is saving:
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View our videos
We have a Southsea Coastal Scheme YouTube channel 
where you can check out time lapse footage and see how 
the areas around Long Curtain Moat and Southsea Castle 
will look once construction is complete. 

Search Southsea Coastal Scheme on www.youtube.com
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