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Phase one of six of the Southsea Coastal Scheme started 
in September 2020. The Scheme is the UK’s largest local 
authority-led coastal defences’ project, worth more than 
£100M. It will stretch for 4.5km from Old Portsmouth to 
Eastney, and help to reduce the risk of flooding to more 
than 10,000 homes and 700 businesses.

Welcome to 2021
This year will see Southsea Coastal Scheme works 
continuing on frontage 1 and completion of the detailed 
engineering design for frontage 4. The entire Scheme is 
anticipated to be complete in 2026.

FRONTAGE 1 
LONG CURTAIN MOAT

2020–2022

FRONTAGE 4 
SOUTHSEA CASTLE

2021–2023

FRONTAGE 3 
SOUTHSEA COMMON

2023–2024

FRONTAGE 5 
PYRAMIDS TO THE PIER

2024–2025

FRONTAGE 6 
CANOE LAKE

2024–2025

FRONTAGE 2 
CLARENCE PIER

2025–2026
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 

2020
SOSPAN DAU DREDGING VESSEL

The start of the Southsea Coastal Scheme on 
7 September 2020 was the culmination of 
seven years of work including wide-ranging 
public consultation. Some of the highlights 
since then include:

 » The Sospan Dau dredging vessel visited 
to ‘rainbow’ gravel to create two working 
platforms in November and December.

 » The Long Curtain Moat makeover 
was completed in October.

 » Significant piling work on the frontage 
1 beach was completed in December.

 » Compounds were set up on Pier 
Road, Clarence Pier Playing Field and 
on the Clarence Pier carpark.

 » The Solent Local Enterprise Partnership granted 
£5m funding towards frontage 1 development. 

 » Effective (online) consultation was held 
on accessibility/disability issues and 
enhancements along the seafront with our 
community stakeholder engagement group.

 » Working conditions were made safe for 
all employees and visitors as we continue 
to deal with COVID-19 restrictions.LONG CURTAIN MOAT



Fencing off Castle Field
We’ve had a lot of comments about the fencing 
off of Castle Field to provide a refuge for Brent 
Geese. We are legally required to do this because 
we have taken up land that is often used by 
the geese by using the Clarence Pier Playing 
Field for material processing and recycling.

In conjunction with Natural England, Castle Field 
was identified as the best option for an alternative 
area for the geese. The area will be fenced off until 
the end of March 2021, at which point we will 
review its suitability. An update will be provided.

Unearthing 
Southsea’s history
In late 2020 we made a number of surprising 
historic finds during our works:

 » Sections of Southsea’s original promenade 
dating back to 1848 were found under the 
tarmac footpath near Southsea Castle.

 » Signatures of 17th century stonemasons, known 
as ‘banker marks’, were discovered on the 
seaward-facing wall of the ‘Long Curtain, Kings 
Bastion and Spur Redoubt’ Scheduled Monument.

 » Sections of the historic defences of 
Old Portsmouth, possibly dating back 
to the 17th century, were unearthed 
under Clarence Pier Playing Field.

Clarence Pier Playing Field
We are working towards delivering a zero waste 
project. To achieve this goal we will process and reuse 
material that is broken and excavated out of the existing 
structures to provide fill material for the scheme.

This will require some extra space to process the 
material on site. This way we won’t need to take the 
material away on lorries and buy in new material, also 
delivered on lorries to the site.

Due to location, size and other constraints the Clarence 
Pier Playing Field has been selected as material 
processing compound for the scheme.

This will save:

24,600 LORRY 
MOVEMENTS
87,000m3 OF 
MATERIAL GOING 
TO LANDFILL 
(that’s equal to 2.4 times the 
QE  aircraft carrier!)

3,950t OF CO2  
BEING RELEASED 
(a reduction of 98% when compared  
with offsite disposal)

729,160 MILES TO 
MOVE MATERIALS 
(That’s 30 times around the world!)

£4m IN LANDFILL 
COSTS  
saving the scheme £2.6m in total

Keep updated
We publish weekly updates on how the Scheme is 
progressing. Follow us on social media to receive the 
updates or check out our website updates section: 
www.southseacoastalscheme.org.uk/updates

http://www.southseacoastalscheme.org.uk/updates


Investment  
excellence recognised
The Southsea Coastal Scheme has been hailed 
as a best practice example of investing public 
money, winning the ‘Best Investment Business Case’ 
category at the 2020 Flood and Coastal Excellence 
Awards, run by the Environment Agency.

Helping marine life
We are delighted to have been granted £20K 
match funding from the Environment Agency’s 
Water Environment Improvement Fund. This will be 
used to install tide pools in the rock revetment on 
frontage 1, thus increasing its ecological potential 
by allowing water to be retained to provide a habitat 
for marine organisms at risk from rising sea levels.

Clarence Pier 
open as usual
Our frontage 1 works have necessitated the 
closure of Clarence Pier carpark and a section 
of promenade. However, this has not affected 
the operation of businesses in the area, and 
Clarence Pier remains open every day. For 
opening hours, visit www.clarencepier.co.uk

Listen up
We are vigilant about remaining within the 
guidelines for acceptable levels of noise and 
vibration throughout our works. Levels are monitored 
on an ongoing basis every day that we are working. 

Community has say 
on enhancements
Almost 300 responses were received to a survey on 
our Collaborative Enhancement Plan that explored 
how the ambitions of the Seafront Masterplan could 
be realised. The feedback is now being considered.

Want more information? 
Website:  southseacoastalscheme.org.uk
Facebook:  SouthseaCoastalScheme
Twitter:  SouthseaCS
Instagram:  southseacoastalscheme

LinkedIn:  Southsea Coastal Scheme
Email:   southseacoastalscheme@

portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Phone:  023 9284 1418

http://www.clarencepier.co.uk
http://southseacoastalscheme.org.uk
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