
Recycling our resourcess
The Southsea Coastal Scheme plans to reuse material 
that will be broken and excavated out of the existing 
structures to provide fill material for the new sea 
defences. This will avoid sending more than 92,000 
tonnes of waste to landfill.

To achieve our goal, we will be setting up a materials 
processing site on land hired from the Ministry of 
Defence at Clarence Playing Fields on Pier Road. 

The site will process and store materials recovered 
from the works including concrete, earth and stone. 

This will then be sorted with specialist equipment 
which will crush and grade it as required. It will then 
be stored on site until it can be used in future parts of 

the works, such as fill to raise the promenade and road 
on sub frontage three. 

The processing site will operate in daytime work hours 
only and will only take materials from the Southsea 
Coastal Scheme. Special netting will be attached to the 
fence to control dust and noise. 

It’s estimated that the use of the material processing 
site will avoid the need to spend some £4M required 
to throw the material away, and will avoid around 
3,950 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions and keep 
24,600 lorry movements out of the city.

The Southsea Coastal Scheme is responsible 
for delivering new flood defences along 4.5km  
of seafront, from Old Portsmouth to Eastney. 
Our aim is to create new defences that 
embrace everything we all love about the 
seafront, whilst reducing the risk of  
flooding to more than 8,000 homes in 
Southsea for the next century.
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The work will transform the seafront for 
future generations alongside protecting the 
heritage that is so important to the people 
of Portsmouth. 
We also want to help stimulate further 
regeneration in Southsea and create a more 
vibrant place for residents, businesses and 
visitors alike.



Sea change for Southsea
We’re very excited to announce that, after more than 
seven years of planning and public consultation, the 
Southsea Coastal Scheme is set to get underway on 7 
September 2020.

The first of six phases in the Portsmouth City Council-
led project will take place between Long Curtain 
Moat and Clarence Pier.

Here’s what our Portsmouth City Councillors had to say:

Councillor Hugh Mason, Cabinet Member for 
Planning Policy and City Development said: 

“History shows that Southsea has suffered from extreme 
weather causing seafront damage and flooding in the 
past. As our flood defences are ageing, this project is 
essential if people are to be kept safe. I’m pleased to 
see works finally getting underway and, while there 
may be temporary inconvenience, our community will 
ultimately benefit from the enhanced protection the 
new coastal defences will offer.”

Councillor Steve Pitt, Deputy Leader and Cabinet 
Member for Culture and City Development said: 

“After a trying start to 2020, it’s heartening to see 
Portsmouth moving forwards with a project that will 

bring numerous economic benefits to the area, from job 
creation to tourism. But of course, the economic gains 
go hand-in-hand with the main benefit to the local 
community which is the protection we will all gain from 
mitigating the risk of coastal flooding in years to come.”

The Southsea Coastal Scheme was given the green 
light in early 2020 after being awarded nearly £100m 
of government funding to the project.

In its entirety, the scheme will directly protect 
more than 4,000 residential and 700 non-
residential properties in Southsea from the risk of 
coastal flooding.

Detailed designs for other phases of the Scheme 
are being developed, and the Portsmouth 
City Council will continue to encourage public 
comment on the plans.

The Scheme is part of Portsmouth City Council’s 
ambitious regeneration vision to bring even more 
growth and prosperity to our proud and historic city. 
You can find out more about all our regeneration 
plans and projects at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
regeneration



Contractors ready for construction
Southsea Coastal Scheme’s contractor VSBW - a 
joint venture between VolkerStevin and Boskalis 
Westminster - is all set for September.

Neil Dorling, VSBW Project Manager, said: “We are 
very pleased to be starting work on the coastal defence 
scheme in Southsea. We are keen to make a start on this 
project that will both enhance and protect the area and 
the community.”

The first phases of construction works will 
commence with the establishment of the temporary 
site compound adjacent to Pier Road. Works will 
include the establishment of site fencing, creating a 
hardstanding, installation of services and placement of 
the site office units. This temporary site will be used for 
duration of the scheme and will be co-located with a 
public liaison/drop in office.

A site working area will also be established in Clarence 
Pier carpark, to provide access to the Phase 1 working 

area. Once the site working areas are established, site 
surveys will be undertaken prior to breaking ground. 

VSBW will then begin work on the establishment 
of ramped access onto the foreshore for the team’s 
construction plant. Excavators will be used to remove 
the existing revetment stone in preparation for the 
installation of the new sheet pile walls. 

Once the revetment has been removed, a dredging 
vessel will be used to rainbow gravel material onto 
the beach in order to develop a temporary working 
platform to bring the next stages of the construction 
operations above the tidal zone. 

On completion of the temporary working platform, 
construction of the new walls will commence with 
installation of the sheet piles.



Want more information?  
Keep right up to date!
Website:  southseacoastalscheme.org.uk

Facebook:  SouthseaCoastalScheme

Twitter:  SouthseaCS

Instagram:  southseacoastalscheme

LinkedIn:  Southsea Coastal Scheme

Email:   southseacoastalscheme@ 
portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Phone:  023 9284 1418

Student skills shaping Scheme
We enjoy getting students involved in the Southsea 
Coastal Scheme, so it’s our privilege to welcome new 
engineering intern, Frank Kyakonye to the Eastern 
Solent Coastal Partnership.

Originally from Uganda, Frank came to the UK in 2013 
and found himself at Portsmouth University some years 
later. He had several study options on his radar, but our 
city stood out. 

“When I came to Portsmouth University on the Open Day, I 
was intrigued by the hospitality that I received from strangers 
in showing me around and helping me with directions. It 
was the good community comfort that attracted me to 
Portsmouth, as well as the good academic performance of the 
university in the engineering field,” Frank said. 

We’re glad the day went well because it’s resulted in 
Frank, now in his fourth year of a Master’s Degree in Civil 
Engineering, joining our team as part of his coursework.

“I applied via Indeed and the University careers website, 
passed my interview and secured myself a lovely job! I’m 
now looking forward to applying my acquired theoretical 
knowledge into practical work, as well as learning new 
skills,” he said.

If you’re a student keen on finding out more about 
our Scheme, please email southseacoastalscheme@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Steam up to clean up
Who’s seen the amazing effect that steam cleaning 
is having on the walls of Long Curtain Moat? What a 
transformation - and we’ve only just started!

The steam cleaning method has been approved 
by Historic England as a safe way to clean historic 
stonework with minimal risk of causing long 
term damage. We intend to continue using steam 
cleaning for the blockwork all the way round the 
inner moat walls. This is going to give Long Curtain 
Moat a real lift and we can’t wait to see the final 
outcome.


